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T h e  2017 Cheyenne 
Frontier Days™ report 
is audited and in the 

books. This year was very tough 
to compare to our previous 
record year which ended as 
the fourth best year in total 
attendance. Rodeo attendance 
was up overall about one 

percent; and Frontier Nights® revenue fell about eight 
percent compared to 2016. The spend we made for 
Frontier Nights® 2017 was not as much as 2016, due to 
a hitch in the economy near the end of 2016, especially 
in Wyoming. All in all, 2017 finished as our ninth best 
year for overall attendance, with over 201,000 visitors 
purchasing tickets to our celebration. 

The economy, especially in the energy sector, impacted 
us especially in the sponsorship department. We 
retained a clear majority of those sponsors levels, some 
of sponsors were reduced. Trends for the sponsorship 
department in 2018 look very optimistic as we start to 
see some economic recovery. Companies still perceive 
Cheyenne Frontier Days™ as a great sponsorship partner. 

Military Monday is just one of the great attractions during 
the Daddy of ‘em All®. Our Grand Entry is completely 
dedicated to the military, and Cheyenne Frontier Days™ 
comps about 7,000 tickets to both active and retired 
military. Monday ticket sales continue to increase as 
visitors also want to celebrate the military. We had over 
13,000 in 2017 Monday attendance, which is second 
overall, and thirty-seventh overall for all-time one 
day attendance. That is amazing for a Monday rodeo 
performance. 

Frontier Nights® saw Jason Aldean take the stage and 
play in front of our twelfth largest crowd ever; 19,660 
enjoyed this concert. Championship Bull Riding showed 
a slight increase over 2016, and continues to be a fan 
favorite. 

Challenges to Cheyenne Frontier Days™ continue to 
be our aging infrastructure and associated costs. We 
continue to strive to update our facilities as competition 
for the entertainment dollar intensifies especially in the 
concert competition down the front range. We must 
continue to upgrade as our customers are expecting 
better experiences for that dollar. 

The growth of northern Colorado keeps providing us 
more potential customers. Making sure we have a grass 
roots marketing effort ensures people moving to this 
area know who and what we are all about. The Wyoming 
market continues to be a solid ticket buying audience. 
Our worldwide brand continues to attract ticket buyers 
from all 50 states and 30 plus countries. 

One of the biggest projects we undertook was a look 
into the future. We wanted to understand what the 
core traditions of event would still be attractive in the 
entertainment world 20-30 years from now. We hired a 
futurist/imagineer who spent 18 years at Disney to lead 
us through a project designed to do just that, it is called 
“The Trail Guide to The Future” and it identifies core 
traditions and strategies that will keep us focused on the 
future.

We will mark 2017 as a good year, considering some of 
the challenges we faced. The turnout still is one of the 
best in our history. We continue to center decisions 
on market research knowing what we do is what our 
customer wants/expects.

Not only are the staff and volunteers extremely proud 
of what Cheyenne Frontier Days™ stands for, the entire 
community should consider 2017 a banner year. 

Tom Hirsig
Chief Executive Officer

Cheyenne Frontier Days™

We can mark 2017 as a Banner Year at Cheyenne Frontier Days™
ChiefExecutiveOfficer’sReport



I am pleased to say the 121st 
“Daddy of ‘em All”® was very 
successful. Everyone, from 

first year volunteers to seasoned 
volunteers and staff, worked 
tirelessly over the off-season 
with the Board of Directors, 
sponsors, city, county, and state 
governments to produce the 

2017 Cheyenne Frontier Days™ — one of the best years 
in history. With these efforts, our mission to support our 
community with economic success was accomplished as 
we attracted several hundred thousand attendees from 
across the globe to this great city and cowboy state. This 
year’s numbers were in line with previous years. Four 
parades had 78,500 visitors. Three pancake breakfasts 
saw 24,764 meals served, and 49,181 visited the Indian 
Village. With expanded entertainment options around 
the park and enhancements to the Western Experience, 
total attendance for 2017 was 534,519. Attendees from all 
50 states and 31 countries that span over five continents 
were entertained and educated on our Western heritage 
and lifestyle. 

Some lofty goals were set for 2017, and I also asked our 
organization to polish our guest service skills. I am very 
proud to say each and everyone stepped up and made 
all of our projects and goals a reality. I am very pleased 
with the 121st “Daddy of ‘em All”®; we depend on our 
staff and volunteers all year to help plan and promote 
this outstanding event. We asked our guests during exit 
surveys to tell us how good their overall experience was. 
Ninety-seven percent told us their experience was good, 
very good or excellent! I am very proud of everyone who 
made our events happen. Their effort helped serve over 
202,000 ticket buyers. Following our mission statement 
of promoting Western heritage, encouraging economic 
success, and providing educational opportunities; we 
were very successful. 

We have also had some of the world’s best rodeo stock 
appear in our arena this year. A new partnership with 
Colorado State University’s (CSU) Equine Clinical Services 

program provided comprehensive care to equine animal 
athletes at Cheyenne. The CSU Equine Sports Medicine 
and Rehabilitation veterinarians provided care similar 
to athletic trainers for contestants. On-site services 
included digital radiographs, ultrasound, acupuncture, 
chiropractic care and shock wave therapy.

Over 49,000 people enjoyed the color, pageantry, and 
heritage of our Indian Village. The Old Frontier Town, 
Carnival Midway, and exhibitors also saw increases in 
attendance. Our downtown events were well attended 
and brought nearly 100,000 people to the area over 
the four grand parades and three pancake breakfasts. 
The Cowboy Triangle was an important part of this 
attendance, bringing customers from the Park-n-Ride 
to downtown and to Frontier Park utilizing the city 
transportation and CFD buses. The Military Committee 
hosted 24,000 guests during Fort D.A. Russell Days at the 
F.E. Warren Air Force Base. Night shows were once again 
a popular attraction with the largest crowd of 19,660 
turning out for Jason Aldean and special guest the Casey 
Donahew. Total night show attendance was 107,445 
compared to last year’s record setting 118,123.

It continues to amaze me how all of our volunteers come 
together to make this event happen! It takes a lot of 
planning, hard work and dedication and the best reward 
is knowing that so many fans have participated and had 
a good time.

The challenges and opportunities are numerous and 
exciting. I would like to thank all the volunteers for their 
dedication, the staff for their support, the direction 
from the Board, the Cheyenne/Laramie County/ State 
government for their partnerships and assistance, our 
sponsors and the local community for their support and 
attendance.

Bill Berg
General Chairman

Cheyenne Frontier Days™

GeneralChairman’sReport
Planning, Preparation and Implementation are the Keys to Success



Since 1897, Cheyenne has celebrated its Old West roots by serving 
up non-stop outdoor rodeo action in one of the largest outdoor 
arenas on earth.

Overall, rodeo attendance in 2017 topped out at 94,267. The average 
cost for a rodeo ticket in 2017 was $19.62. 

During the 2017 event, over 1,243 competitors from the Professional 
Rodeo Cowboys Association (PRCA) and Women’s Professional 
Rodeo Association (WPRA) participated in bull riding, saddle bronc, 
bareback, rookie saddle bronc, steer wrestling, steer roping, team 
roping, tie-down roping, barrel racing, the famous wild-horse race, 
Championship Bull Riding (CBR), junior barrel racing, and mare and 
colt race events. Money and prizes including trophy saddles and 
buckles worth nearly $1 million were awarded to contestants at the 
rodeo and the Championship Bull Riding/World Championship event.

The 2017 Cheyenne Frontier Days™ Champions are:

All Around ..................................................... Trevor Brazille

Steer Wrestling ............................................... Baylor Roche

Steer Roping ................................................... Brady Garten

Bull Riding .................................................... Clayton Foltyn

Bareback Riding ...........................................Tim O’ Connell

Tie-Down Roping ........................................ Lane Livingston

Team Roper Header .........................................Erich Rogers

Team Roper Heeler ............................................Cory Petska

Saddle Bronc .....................................................Brody Cress

Barrel Racing .................................................. Stevi Hillman 

Rookie Bronc Riding ........................................Quincy Crum

Rookie Bronc Futurity ..................... Kling-Headings Rodeo

Senior Steer Roping .....................................Will Gasperson

Wild Horse Race Champions ............................... Team Agin
Congratulations to all of these cowboys and cowgirls for a great 
performance and their win at the “Daddy of ‘em All”®.

Team AginWill Gasperson

Baylor Roche

Clayton Foltyn

Lane Livingston

Stevi Hillman

Quincy Crum

Trevor Brazille

Brady Garten

Tim O’Connell

Team Ropers

Brody Cress

Non-StopRodeoAction



N ight shows were 
once again a popular 
attraction with the 

largest crowd of 19,660 turning 
out for Jason Aldean and special 
guest the Casey Donahew. Overall, 
107,445 fans enjoyed nine nights 
of top-notch entertainment. With 
ticket prices to Cheyenne Frontier 
Nights® concert event averaging 
$55 and the Championship Bull 
Riding/World Championship event 
averaging $35.82.

July 26 – Luke Bryan
with special guest Chris Janson

July 28 – Jason Derulo
with special guest Flo Rida

July 27 – Thomas Rhett
with special guest Dan+Shay 

July 29 – Jason Aldean
with special guest Casey Donahew

July 21 – Brantley Gilbert
with special guest Tyler Farr

July 22 – Little Big Town
with special guest David Nail

July 23 – Sawyer Brown 
with special guest Joe Diffie

July 24-25 – CBR World Championship
“The Road to Cheyenne”

FrontierNights®



FAMILY FUN
Daily rodeo action is complimented by the Behind the Chutes tours. 
A Native American Indian Village, the Old Frontier Town, the Buckin’ 
A Saloon, the chuck wagon cook-off, the pancake breakfasts, and the 
Western Art Show to round out the celebration.

More than 49,181 visitors to the 2017 event experienced the colorful 
atmosphere of the Indian Village as they moved their feet to the 
rhythm of the ceremonial drum. The Indian Village remains a popular 
destination for our visitors and continues to recognize the Native 
American Indian as a good friend and an important part of the Wild 
West experience.

The three free pancake breakfasts and four Western heritage parades 
continue to be popular attractions for visitors to Cheyenne Frontier 
Days™ again this year. The three pancake breakfasts fed over 24,764 
people and the four parades continued to attract large crowds.

The Behind the Chutes tour gave 3,725 fans an opportunity to get up 
close and personal with rodeo operations. Rides, games, music, food, 
friends and fun highlight the Carnival Midway on Frontier Park. The 
Carnival Midway provides a great time for the entire family, and saw 
gate admissions top over 39,743 visitors for the 2017 event.

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE
It was another great year moving forward and reinvesting in the World’s 
Largest Outdoor Rodeo and Western Celebration. We are currently 
using the Master Land Use Plan and consumer research as our guides 
to make continuous improvements across Frontier Park. Our Master 
Land Use Plan gave us a great map of where our infrastructure should 
be and the consumer research has told us what our guests want. 

Some lofty goals were set for 2017: guest experiences, garden 
entertainment, Western Experience growth, east side beautification, 
and numerous painting projects were at the top of the list. We continued 
to improve the entertainment quality at our rodeo events with new 
interaction and engagement products. We refined “The Garden,” with 
more furniture and shade to make it an even better oasis to get away 
and listen to good music while enjoying an icy beverage. We improved 
the Western Experience featuring Bureau of Land Management and 
the Mantle Ranch working with wild horses during the week. We are 
planning continued implementation of strategic and entertainment 
efforts, which will be key to ensuring future success. 

ANIMAL CARE
Cheyenne Frontier Days™ does not tolerate animal abuse or neglect. 
We care about all our athletes equally, whether they are two-legged or 
four-legged. We take any accusations of animal abuse very seriously, 
and we are committed to protecting the welfare of our participants, 
our animals, and our fans. 

Cheyenne Frontier Days™ follows strict Professional Rodeo Cowboys 
Association (PRCA) animal care guidelines, as well as state and local 
laws on animal care and treatment. Any violation of those guidelines 
will be immediately reported to the proper authorities. 

CheyenneFrontierDays™



Cheyenne Frontier DaysTM, Inc.
Summary of Finances

Revenue and expense amounts are summarized below

2017 Revenues

Admissions 53% 7,662,771.00$

Carnival/Concessions 15% 2,146,700.00$

Sponsorships 16% 2,354,939.00$

Merchandise 8% 1,151,103.00$

Parking 3% 363,573.00$

Vendors 2% 270,322.00$

Other 4% 545,740.00$

Total 2017 Revenues 14,495,148.00$

2017 Expenses

Entertainment 29% 3,962,665.48$

Administration 30% 4,134,749.10$

Rodeo 11% 1,537,373.34$

Marketing 8% 1,040,245.27$

Sales Tax 3% 450,742.81$

Depreciation 5% 631,273.00$

Concessions 4% 513,730.33$

Cost of Goods Sold 5% 652,376.00$

Critical Deferred Maintenance 0.5% 69,670.00$

Other 4.5% 614,578.67$

Total 2017 Expenses 13,607,404.00$

     Net Income 887,744.00$

Admissions
53%

Carnival/
Concessions 16%

Parking
2%

Vendors
2%

Sponsorships
16%

Merchandise
8%

Other
2%

Entertainment
29%

Rodeo11%

Concessions4%Administration
28%

Marketing 8%

Cost of Goods
Sold 3%

Depreciation5%

Critical Deferred
Maintenance

0.5%

Sales Tax3% Other  .5%

Summary of Finances



Every year, Cheyenne Frontier Days™ donates thousands of dollars to local and regional non-profit organizations and 
programs that support the sport of rodeo. In 2017 Cheyenne Frontier Days™ contributed over $155,400 to local and 
regional charities and rodeo programs such as:

90th Missile Wing’s Annual Awards Banquet

Arc of Laramie County

Archer Eventing Park

Big Brothers Big Sisters

Boys & Girls Club of Cheyenne

Capital City Canine Search & Rescue

Carpenter School & Community

Cheyenne Frontier Days™ Old West Museum

Cheyenne Animal Shelter

Cheyenne Central High School Cheerleaders

Cheyenne Chamber

Cheyenne Extreme Softball

Chris LeDoux Foundation

Coats for Kids

Cowboy with a Mission Rodeo Bible Camp

Dane Foundation

Girls on the Run

Grace for 2 Brothers

Laramie County Fair

Laramie County Community College

Pine Bluffs Jr/Sr High School

Salvation Army

Team Wyoming

Toby’s Shower for Babies

Tom Garrison Benefit

Torrington Elks Little Britches Rodeo

United Way of Wyoming

Wyoming FFA Foundation

Wyoming Historic Governors Mansion

Wyoming State Championship High School Rodeo

Donated tickets were given to various charitable organizations including: Big Brothers, Big Sisters, Boys and Girls Club, 
Cheyenne Animal Shelter, Cowboy Joe Auction, Greater Cheyenne Chamber of Commerce and various schools within 
Laramie County School Districts and schools throughout the nation as well as many others.

The facilities were used at no cost by numerous civic and community organizations including: The Trotters, UP Golden 
Spike Riders and Laramie Co. 4-H drill teams for practice, Cheyenne Police Dept., City of Cheyenne (Superday), Cheyenne 
area schools, State of Wyoming agencies, the WY Air National Guard and many others.

In addition to donations made by Cheyenne Frontier Days™, Inc., Cheyenne Frontier Days™ also has two 501(c)(3) non-
profit organizations that support volunteers and their families with scholarships and a helping hand in time of crisis in 
addition to donations made. In 2017 these two programs contributed:

PROGRAM # OF RECIPIENTS AMOUNT
Scholarship Fund 69 recipients $61,700

Volunteer Crisis Fund 12 recipients $31,570.89

GivingBackToOurCommunity



— PRESENTING SPONSOR —

— BRONZE ARROWHEAD —

— GOLD BOOT —

— CHUTE 9 —

— SILVER BOOT —

ThankYou to our Sponsors



ThankYou to our Sponsors

— EVENT —

WYOMING’S RIB & CHOP HOUSE
SPORTMAN’S WAREHOUSE

VALLEY CONSTRUCTION & RESTORATION

CAPITOL ROOFING (All Around)
THE BLUFFS (Bareback)

KNIFE RIVER (Barrel Racing)
CAPITAL LUMBER (Bull Riding)

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD (Saddle Bronc)
FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES (Steer Roping)

STEIL SURVEYING (Steer Wrestling)
KAISER FLOORING (Team Roping Header)

CEDRON FARMS/JAY BARKSDALE (Team Roping Heeler)
BOB & RANDEE MILLER & J.J. STEVAK (Tie-Down Roping)

CHEYENNE FRONTIER DAYS™ (All Around)
CHEYENNE SUPER 8 (Bareback)
WYOMING HOME (Barrel Racing)

GREASE MONKEY (Bull Riding)
USI INSURANCE SERVICES, LLC (Rookie Saddle Bronc)

RED MOUNTAIN ELECTRIC (Saddle Bronc)
BOOT BARN (Steer Roping)

CHEYENNE FRONTIER DAYS™ (Senior Steer Roping)
BURNS INSURANCE (Steer Wrestling)

VALLEY CONSTRUCTION & RESTORATION (Team Roping Header)
MONTANA SILVERSMITHS (Team Roping Heeler)

BOOT BARN (Tie-Down Roping)
CHEYENNE FRONTIER DAYS™ (Wild Horse Race)

— COPPER BOOT —

— PARTNERS —

— CBR SPONSORS —

— CHAMPIONSHIP  
PACKAGES —

— SADDLE DONORS —

— PARTICIPATING —


