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T he 2016 Cheyenne 
Frontier Days™ (CFD) is 
now in the books, and 

it was a very successful show 
for attendance and financial 
growth.

The large number of projects 
completed by the volunteer 
force gave Frontier Park a major 

face lift. Our new stage for Frontier Nights® concerts 
provides our fans with an improved concert experience, 
and is ranked one of the largest portable stages in the 
world. The front gate area was updated to display Western 
themes and buildings. The Garden area was revamped 
into a fan favorite where you could relax and recharge.

Mother Nature was certainly on our side. Ticketed events 
enjoyed some of the best weather we have seen—except 
for one major hail storm—we were very blessed with 
great temperatures.

Rodeo attendees experienced nine days of non-stop 
action including bull riding, saddle bronc, bareback, 
rookie bronc, steer wrestling, team roping, tie-down 
roping, women’s barrel racing and the wild horse race. 
Rodeo ticket sales were down in 2016, but the numbers 
were negligible.

The Cinch Rodeo Shoot-Out returned for its third year. In 
2016 teams competed at the Shoot-Out for local sponsors 
and $10,000 was raised for local charities. After the rodeo, 
fans were invited to attend an autograph signing in the 
arena.

Frontier Nights® continued to have another record year as 
Florida Georgia Line with special guest Cole Swindell set 
an all-time CFD attendance record of 25,011 tickets sold.

Additionally, the Championship Bull Riding World Finals 
was part of Frontier Nights® on Monday and Tuesday; Sage 
Kimzey won the world title and $120,000 in cash. The two 
nights of bull riding had 13,328 fans in attendance.

Overall attendance was over 259,000, ranking as the 
fourth largest Cheyenne Frontier Days™ in history. 
Financially, 2016 will go down as one of our best years 
ever. This feat was achieved by CFD’s commitment 
to utilizing our consumer research to help guide new 
product development. Our organization will continue to 
promote the heritage of the West, and pursue products 
offering unique experiences and fan interaction.

Every year marketing becomes an increasing challenge 
in an ever-changing environment. We must balance 
traditional media, digital marketing, and the ever-growing 
world of social media. We are keeping in front of this curve 
with great growth on our social media platforms.

Sponsorship stayed strong amidst many challenging 
changes in our economy. Energy prices and how they 
affected the local economy was extremely challenging 
for many of our partners. Our partnerships came through 
as our sponsors recognize the value in our brand.

We can mark 2016 as a very good year for all in the 
organization. We will continue to develop new products 
and experiences for our valued customer. This will 
become a bigger challenge as more entertainment 
venues pop up and challenge us for that entertainment 
dollar. Our organization will strive to remain the “Daddy 
of ‘em All®.”

Tom Hirsig
Chief Executive Officer

Cheyenne Frontier Days™

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT
We can mark 2016 as a very good year for all at Cheyenne Frontier Days™



Many Goals and Traditions to be Accomplished

GENERAL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

W hew, what was that? 
My first year as 
General Chairman 

was a blur! The amount of 
time and effort that went into 
2016 was extraordinary. The 
volunteers, staff, and community 
put together an awesome 120th 
Cheyenne Frontier Days™ (CFD)! 

Thank all of you for the hard work and dedication, making 
this a world class event. 

There were some lofty goals set for 2016: the front gate, 
The Garden, Western Experience, South 40, east side 
beautification, a new loading chute, and a monstrous 
new stage. I also asked all our volunteers and staff to 
polish our guest service skills. I am very proud to say each 
and everyone one stepped up and made all our projects 
and goals a reality. I am very pleased with 2016’s show; 
we depend on our staff and volunteers all year to help 
plan and promote this outstanding event.

We asked our guests during exit surveys to tell us how 
good their overall experience was. Ninety-six percent 
told us their experience was good, very good or excellent! 
I am very proud of the 2,500 volunteers and staff of the 
2016 CFD who made all the events happen. Their effort 
helped serve 259,193 ticket buyers at the 120th Daddy 
of em’ All®. We also broke the Night Show attendance 
record with Florida Georgia Line and Cole Swindell with 
25,011 tickets sold. Following our mission statement 
of promoting Western heritage, encouraging economic 
success, and providing educational opportunities; we 
were very successful. 

We continued to improve the entertainment quality at 
our rodeo events with new interaction and engagement 
products. We introduced The Garden, a nice oasis to 
get away and listen to good music while enjoying an 
icy beverage. We added to the historic feel of Cheyenne 

by adding several false fronted buildings all hosting 
Western facades from saloons to post offices. We 
introduced the Western Experience featuring Bureau of 
Land Management, BraveHeart organization, and the 
Mantle Ranch working with wild horses during the week. 
We added a twist to our cowboy autographs by inviting 
Andy Stewart and Cody Sosebee to interview special 
guests and entertain our visitors in The Garden. We are 
planning continued implementation of strategic and 
entertainment efforts, which will be key to ensuring CFD’s 
future success. We have also had some of the world’s best 
rodeo stock appear in our arena this year. 

Over 48,926 people enjoyed the color, pageantry, and 
heritage of our Indian Village. The Old Frontier Town, 
Carnival Midway, and exhibitors also saw increases in 
attendance. Our downtown events were well attended 
and brought nearly 100,000 people to the area over the 
four grand parades and three pancake breakfasts. The 
Cowboy Triangle was an important part of this attendance, 
bringing customers from the Park-n-Ride to downtown 
and to Frontier Park utilizing the city transportation 
and CFD’s buses. The Military Committee hosted 20,264 
guests during Fort D.A. Russell Days at the F.E. Warren Air 
Force Base. The Thunderbirds were back and flying over 
the skies of Cheyenne, and the demand was evident as 
we had a record attendance of 11,300 at Laramie County 
Community College (LCCC). 

The challenges and opportunities are numerous and 
exciting. I would like to thank all the volunteers for their 
dedication, the staff for their steadfast support, the 
direction of the Board, the Cheyenne/Laramie County/
State government for their partnerships and assistance, 
our sponsors and the local community for their support 
and attendance.

Bill Berg
General Chairman

Cheyenne Frontier Days™



Since 1897, Cheyenne has celebrated its Old West roots by serving 
up non-stop outdoor rodeo action in one of the largest outdoor 
arenas on earth.

Overall, rodeo attendance in 2016 topped out at 93,238. The average 
cost for a rodeo ticket in 2016 was $19.62. 

During the 2016 event, over 1,195 competitors from the Professional 
Rodeo Cowboys Association (PRCA) and Women’s Professional 
Rodeo Association (WPRA) participated in bull riding, saddle bronc, 
bareback, rookie saddle bronc, steer wrestling, steer roping, team 
roping, tie-down roping, barrel racing, the famous wild-horse race, 
Championship Bull Riding (CBR), junior barrel racing, and mare and 
colt race events. Money and prizes including trophy saddles and 
buckles worth nearly $1 million were awarded to contestants at the 
rodeo and the Championship Bull Riding/World Championship event.

The 2016 Cheyenne Frontier Days™ Champions are:

All Around ..............................................................J.D. Yates

Steer Wrestling ..............................................J.D. Struxness

Steer Roping ............................................... Jarrett Blessing

Bull Riding ....................................................Roscoe Jarboe

Bareback Riding ................................................ Orin Larsen

Tie-Down Roping ..............................Jerome Schneeberger

Team Roper Header ...........................................Tyler Wade

Team Roper Heeler ........................Dakota Kirchenschlager

Saddle Bronc .............................................. Jacobs Crawley

Barrel Racing ................................................... Tillar Murray 

Rookie Bronc Riding ....................................Blaise Freeman

Rookie Bronc Futurity .................................. Stan Headings

Senior Steer Roping ..............................................J.D. Yates

Wild Horse Race Champions .................Team Krak-A-Latch
Congratulations to all of these cowboys and cowgirls for a great 
performance and their win at the “Daddy of ‘em All”®.

Team Krak-A-LatchJ.D. Yates

J.D. Struxness

Roscoe Jarboe

Jerome Schneeberger

Tillar Murray

Blaise Freeman

J.D. Yates

Jarrett Blessing

Orin Larsen

Tyler Wade and Dakota Kichenschlager

Jacobs Crawley

NON¯STOP RODEO ACTION



A new stage for the  
Frontier Nights® concerts 
series provided greater 

production capabilities for an 
improved experience. Overall, 
118,123 fans enjoyed nine nights 
of top-notch entertainment. With 
ticket prices to Cheyenne Frontier 
Nights® concert event averaging 
$55 and the Championship Bull 
Riding/World Championship event 
averaging $35.82. A new record for 
night show attendance was set on 
the final Saturday night for Florida 
Georgia Line with special guest Cole 
Swindell with 25,011 tickets sold.

July 27 – Kenny Chesney
with special guest Courtney Cole

July 29 – KISS
with special guest Aaron Watson

July 28 – Jake Owen
with special guest Old Dominion 

July 30 – Florida Georgia Line
with special guest Cole Swindell

July 22 – Sam Hunt
with special guest Maddie & Tae

July 23 – Fall Out Boy
with special guest Rooney

July 24 – Billy Currington
with special guest Ned LeDoux

FRONTIER NIGHTS®

July 25-26 – CBR World Championship
“The Road to Cheyenne”



Family Fun
Daily rodeo action, including the wild-horse race, is complimented 
by the Behind the Chutes tours. A Native American Indian Village, 
the Old Frontier Town, the Buckin’ A Saloon, the chuck wagon cook-
off, the pancake breakfasts, and the Western Art Show to round out 
the frontier theme.

More than 48,926 visitors to the 2016 event experienced the colorful 
atmosphere of the Indian Village as they moved their feet to the 
rhythm of the ceremonial drum. The Indian Village remains a 
popular destination for our visitors to Frontier Park and continues 
to recognize the Native American Indian as a good friend and an 
important part of the Wild West experience.

The three free pancake breakfasts and four Western heritage 
parades continue to be popular attractions for visitors to Cheyenne 
Frontier Days™ again this year. The three pancake breakfasts fed 
over 23,589 people and the four parades continued to attract large 
crowds.

The Behind the Chutes tour gave 3,386 fans an opportunity to get 
up close and personal with rodeo operations. Rides, games, music, 
food, friends and fun highlight the Carnival Midway on Frontier Park. 
The Carnival Midway provides a great time for the entire family, and 
saw gate admissions top over 42,130 visitors for the 2016 event.

Investing in the Future
It was another great year moving forward and reinvesting in the 
World’s Largest Outdoor Rodeo and Western Celebration. We are 
currently using the Master Land Use Plan and consumer research 
as our guides to make continuous improvements across Frontier 
Park. Our Master Land Use Plan gave us a great map of where our 
infrastructure should be and the consumer research has told us 
what our guests want. 

In 2016, we reinvested over $1 million in infrastructure and guest 
experiences around the park. The most notable was the brand-new 
stage; it was constructed using local contractors and can host any 
touring music act and their stage production. Our front gate area 
and amphitheater (The Garden) was upgraded, adding new vendor 
spaces and shaded seating areas for our guests. Landscaping and 
concrete walkways were added on the east side for our rodeo fans. 
Another east side addition was the Sidewinder Saloon, a venue for 
small musical entertainment in Old Frontier Town. Other projects 
were park maintenance like painting, electrical upgrades, sealing 
asphalt, and replacing concrete.

Animal Care
Cheyenne Frontier Days™ does not tolerate animal abuse or neglect. 
We care about all our athletes equally, whether they are two-legged 
or four-legged. We take any accusations of animal abuse very 
seriously, and we are committed to protecting the welfare of our 
participants, our animals, and our fans. 

Cheyenne Frontier Days™ follows strict Professional Rodeo Cowboys 
Association (PRCA) animal care guidelines, as well as state and local 
laws on animal care and treatment. Any violation of those guidelines 
will be immediately reported to the proper authorities. 

CHEYENNE FRONTIER DAYSTM



SUMMARY OF FINANCES
Cheyenne Frontier DaysTM, Inc.
Summary of Finances

Revenue and expense amounts are summarized below

2016 Revenues

Admissions 55% 8,252,758.00$

Carnival/Concessions 14% 2,099,970.00$

Sponsorships 17% 2,530,238.00$

Merchandise 6% 908,510.00$

Parking 2% 371,961.00$

Vendors 2% 300,631.00$

Other 3% 492,417.00$

Total 2016 Revenues 14,956,485.00$

2016 Expenses

Entertainment 34% 4,592,029.02$

Administration 29% 3,915,519.19$

Rodeo 11% 1,463,034.54$

Marketing 8% 1,062,597.88$

Sales Tax 4% 517,648.29$

Depreciation 4% 580,718.00$

Concessions 4% 488,338.67$

Cost of Goods Sold 3% 465,292.00$

Critical Deferred Maintenance 0.3% 45,328.00$

Other 2.6% 345,088.41$

Total 2016 Expenses 13,475,594.00$

     Net Income 1,480,891.00$

Admissions
55%

Carnival/
Concessions 16%

Parking
3%

Vendors
2%

Sponsorships
17%

Merchandise
6%

Other
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Entertainment
34%

Rodeo11%

Concessions4%

Administration
28%

Marketing 8%

Cost of Goods
Sold 3%

Depreciation4%

Critical Deferred
Maintenance

0.3%

Sales Tax4% Other  .5%



Every year, Cheyenne Frontier Days™ donates thousands of dollars to local and regional non-profit organizations and 
programs that support the sport of rodeo. In 2016 Cheyenne Frontier Days™ contributed over $160,690 to local and 
regional charities and rodeo programs such as:

American Cancer Society Relay for Life

Black Dog Animal Rescue

Boys and Girls Club

Cheyenne Animal Shelter

Cheyenne Little League

Cheyenne Youth Rodeo Association

College National Finals Rodeo

Cowgirls of the West

CRMC Foundation

Greek Fest

Cheyenne Police Department

LCCC Foundation

McCormick Junior High

Miss Rodeo America

National Intercollegiate Rodeo Foundation

Scottish Rite Language Clinic

Stride

The Arc

Torrington Little Britches Rodeo

United Way of Laramie County

UW Rodeo Team

Virginia Dale Community Club

Wyoming Stock Growers

WYDOT

Wyoming High School Rodeo Association

Wyoming Historic Governors Mansion

Wyoming Junior Rodeo Association

Wyoming Law Enforcement Memorial

Donated tickets were given to various charitable organizations including: Leadership Cheyenne, Make-A-Wish 
Foundation, Wyoming Wildlife Federation, Black Dog Animal Rescue, Cheyenne Animal Shelter Furball, and various 
schools within Laramie County School Districts and schools throughout the nation as well as many others.

The facilities were used at no cost by numerous civic and community organizations including: Laramie County 4-H, 
Cheyenne Police Department, American Medical Response, Laramie County Sheriff’s Department, Cheyenne area 
schools, State of Wyoming agencies, the WY Air National Guard and many others.

In addition to donations made by Cheyenne Frontier Days™, Inc., Cheyenne Frontier Days™ also has two 501(c)(3) non-
profit organizations that support volunteers and their families with scholarships and a helping hand in time of crisis in 
addition to donations made. In 2016 these two programs contributed:

PROGRAM # OF RECIPIENTS AMOUNT
Scholarship Fund 70 recipients $69,450

Volunteer Crisis Fund 13 recipients $29,920.95

GIVING BACK TO OUR COMMUNITY



¯ PRESENTING SPONSOR  ̄

¯ PLATINUM ARROWHEAD ¯
Ace Hardware

Bobcat of the Rockies
Carpet One

Cheyenne Radiology
4 Rivers Equipment

L&H Industrial
#1 Properties

Pedersen Investment Group

Reiman Corporation
Roof Depot 

Samson Energy 
Touchstone Energy

UW College of  
Engineering & Applied Science

Ward Insulation
WRN-Woodhouse Roden Nethercott LLC

Black Hills Energy
Borderline Power Sports

Blue Ribbon Sod
Brown Co.

Denver Children’s Hospital
Cigna

Exxon/Big D
Gordon Ranch

Grease Monkey
Hormel Foods

Little America Hotel & Resort
Miller Insulation

Outback Steakhouse
Searing Industries

Securitas

Bluegreen Vacations
Flag Pole Farm, Inc

Little America
Lowe’s

Protect the Harvest
rEvolution

Rain for Rent
Screamin’ Sicilian Pizza Co.

Traeger Grills
WyoTech 

Wyoming Governor’s Council  
for Impaired Driving

Priefert
University of Wyoming

Xerox

THANK YOU TO OUR 2016 SPONSORS

FRONTIER AIRLINES – Bucking Chute
MY PLACE – Bucking Chute

SPORTSMAN’S WAREHOUSE – Arena
VALLEY CONSTRUCTION & RESTORATION – Arena

RAM (All Around)
THE BLUFFS (Bareback)

KNIFE RIVER (Barrel Racing)
CAPITAL LUMBER (Bull Riding)

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD (Saddle Bronc)
BOB & RANDEE MILLER and J.J. STEVAK (Steer Roping)

STEIL SURVEYING (Steer Wrestling)
KAISER FLOORING (Team Roping Header)
WYOMING RENTS (Team Roping Heeler)

WYOMING RIB & CHOP (Tie-Down Roping)

VINO’S (All Around)
CHEYENNE SUPER 8 (Bareback)
WYOMING HOME (Barrel Racing)
GREASE MONKEY (Bull Riding)

(Saddle Bronc)
BOOT BARN (Steer Roping)

BURNS INSURANCE (Steer Wrestling)
VALLEY CONSTRUCTION (Team Roping Header)
MONTANA SILVERSMITHS (Team Roping Heeler)

BOOT BARN (Tie-Down Roping)
FAIRFIELD INN (Wild Horse Race)

¯ BRONZE ARROWHEAD ¯

¯ GOLD BOOT ¯

¯ CHUTE 9 ¯

¯ SILVER BOOT ¯

¯ CHAMPIONSHIP PACKAGES ¯

¯ SADDLE DONORS ¯

¯ CBR ¯

¯ PARTNERS ¯

¯ PARTICIPATING ¯

¯ EVENT ¯

¯ COPPER BOOT ¯


